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Psalm 107:1-9 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from trouble 
and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the 
south. 
Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to an inhabited town; 
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress; 
he led them by a straight way, until they reached an inhabited town. 
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. 
For he satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things. 

 
Our unofficial summer sermon series has us travelling with Jesus from Galilee, where he began 
his ministry, to Jerusalem, where it will, well… not exactly end, but it will at least appear to get 
significantly interrupted.  
 
If you’ve been around me long enough, you know I have a theory that in Luke’s version of the 
story, as Jesus gets closer and closer to Jerusalem, he also gets more and more frantic that no 
one understands the message he is trying to convey to them.  
 
He begins to really ramp up his message with crowd pleasers like what he says in Luke 11:29:  
“This generation is an evil generation.” 
 
Followed up about 10 verses later with: 
Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and 
wickedness” (11:39).  
 
And everyone’s favorite cross-stitch: 
“…this generation will be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of 
the world…” (11:50). 
 
In the beginning of Chapter 12 Scripture says that crowds are gathered by the thousands, and 
Jesus is being absolutely relentless in his repent message to the religious authorities. Then he 
tells those who are listening not to be afraid of those who can kill them, but instead focus on the 
one who can keep them out of hell – namely himself(12:5). 
 
Jesus says: “When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not 
worry about how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach 
you at that very hour what you ought to say (12:11-12). 
 
Jesus is on an absolute roll about the purpose of life and the power of God and how not to be 
afraid despite the high probability of persecution – and as he’s taking his breath to bring it all 
home - in the middle of the “amens’ and the “preach it preacher” – a guy interrupts: 
  
“HEY JESUS! TELL MY BROTHER TO DIVIDE THE FAMILY INHERITANCE WITH ME!” 
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What? 
 
Look, we all know preacher interruptions happen. There was a time at Dickinson when I had 
everyone absolutely spellbound, and was just about to drop the point of the entire sermon 
when a toddler in the back walked over to the display we had set up for food donations to 
Project SHARE and he kicked over the pyramid of tuna cans. – this, then, became the point of 
the sermon. 
 
There was the Easter Sunday here when Rick Sweeney was trying to preach a sermon while a 
bird perched itself on the cross right behind me. 
 
But this just in… me and Rick? We ain’t Jesus. 
 
I mean – what was the guy who interrupted Jesus thinking?  
 
Regardless of why he asked the question, I’m pretty sure he didn’t get his expected answer.  
“Friend,” Jesus responded, “I am not about to serve as the executor of your estate.”  
 
And then Jesus  launched into a teaching moment and told the crowd, man included, the parable 
of the rich fool. 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
Someone in the crowd said to (Jesus), “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  
 

And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable:  
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I 
have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you 
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things 
you have prepared, whose will they be?’  
So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord… 
Here’s what I think the passage is not about – the rich man being rich. Jesus did not indicate in 
any way that the rich man did anything wrong to get richer. Unlike other parables about wealth 
in the New Testament, this man did not steal, or mistreat his workers or do anything criminal in 
order to prosper. Jesus simply stated that the man’s land produced abundantly. 
 
However, there does seem to be a lack of community around the guy, and there’s a bit of 
narcissism exposed by his overuse of first-person pronouns. 
 What should I do?  I have no place My crops 
  I will do this I will pull down I will build I will store 
  My goods I will say  My soul 
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For a community and an era that relied very much on the sharing of resources for the survival 
of everyone, with even the lesser of the harvest being left for the gleaners – that’s a lot of “I” and 
“my.” 
 
I don’t think Jesus’ concern is with the size of the man’s crops. I think his concern is that giving 
to those with less never crosses the man’s mind. His own people are built on the foundation of 
great Old Testament narratives of giving and sharing and this Rich Fool seems to remember 
none of the stories he grew up hearing—stories about God who brought his people out of the 
land of Egypt and told them to always leave the edges of the fields so the widows and orphans 
could glean for their survival. The landowner seemed to have no recollection of all those 
Scriptures that taught him whenever you have more than enough, it is past time to share with 
those barely hanging on.   
 
But probably the most telling of all, in the face of such abundant goodness, the man did not 
devote even a fraction of time to offering a word of gratitude to his God from whom all 
blessings come. There is absolutely no mention of thankfulness.  There is absolutely no mention 
of God.  All the man could say was I, I, I, and My, My, My.   
 
But here’s the thing – Jesus goes right where anyone who has great wealth that they’re trying to 
hold onto already knows – the more you have, the more your fear of losing it – and soon those 
fears and those possessions can own you. 
 
“For don’t you just know that after he got all that stuff and stuck it in those bigger barns, he 
would find himself awake at night, worried that somebody might get in there and steal it? He 
would be by himself in the dark, no one else around, feeling the weight of the fear of losing it all 
sitting squarely on his chest, scared to death because he thought that all that stuff in those big 
barns was all he had left in the world. He thought all that stuff was the only thing that gave any 
meaning to his life anymore. Accumulating all that stuff had become his entire purpose for 
being.”i 
 
In his relentless grasping for more and more stuff,  

he had let go of more and more relationships.   
 
 
In his relentless grasping for more,  

he had let go of the memories of his faith.  
 
In his relentless grasping for more,  

he had let go of God’s call for justice and generosity.   
 
In his relentless grasping for more,   

he had even let go of the basic knowledge that it all belonged to God first  
and he might want to say “thank you” every once in a while.  

 
And at some point, in his relentless grasping for more,   

he had unknowingly even let go of his power of being the one who owned it  
so that now, all of that stuff actually owned him. 
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Fool! This night they shall require your life from you; now who owns who?  
 
The psalm that was read earlier speaks of a life that I’m pretty sure none of us wants, and yet all 
of us should yearn for it: 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever… 
Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to an inhabited town; 
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress… 
For he satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things. 
 
I don’t want to be that kind of thirsty. I don’t want to be wandering around in desert wastes. 
And yet, because I’m not, it’s so easy for me to take for granted my thirst being satisfied and 
being filled with the good things. It’s so easy for me to just store things up, you know, I could 
maybe need it later. Or want it later. Or just want to have the assurance that it is there. 
 
But when is it enough? 
 
I think the majority of us fight being caught up in all of that stuff. We don’t want to be owned by 
things. We want to be generous. We want our kids and our grandkids to be happy. We want the 
clients of New Hope Ministries to have food and shelter. We want the church to fulfill her 
mission and help the least of these. We want to be able to say ‘yes’ when a worthy request is 
made. 
 
Winston Churchill famously said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what 
we give.” I think most of us want to give… but when we over-extend ourselves with the getting, 
it keeps us from giving. 
 
We feel like we don’t have enough to give. 
 
What is enough? 
 
In today’s passage Jesus is giving a warning against being owned by possessions. Money is not 
evil. Money is a tool. This parable is not speaking against saving. It’s warning against hoarding. 
Jesus wants us to focus on him. God created us and loves us and cares for us... And still we crave 
more. 
 
What is enough? 
 
The rich farmer is a fool not because he is wealthy and not because he saves for the future. He is 
a fool because he is living only for himself. He believes he can secure happiness and joy and life 
with possessions. This is what makes him a fool. 
 
Nothing is ours, it is all a gift from God. So rather than being focused only on procuring more, 
what if we focused on giving thanks for what we already have.  
 
Love is what matters, not things. 
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What if we give thanks because we have enough? 
What if we give back because we have enough? 
 
God wants us to give – not out of guilt, but out of love and gratitude for what has been given to 
us. God asks us to be good stewards of what we have, to provide shelter and food for our 
families and for others. God wants there to be Joy in our lives and the secret to that kind of joy 
is giving. 
 
There is no one on their death bed who has told me that their only regret is that they gave away 
too much, that they wish they had kept more for themselves. 
 
All that we are and all that we have belongs to God, our future is secure beyond measure.  
Give thanks. 
 
Because all that you are and all that you have… is enough. 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit – Amen. 

 
 


